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HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY 
ROUTE 66

New Mexico cities along  
Route 66 have invested  

millions of dollars in events  
and initiatives to celebrate the  

Mother Road’s centennial.

BY DYLAN ORTUNO 
 dortuno@bizjournals.com

A display of Route 66 signs outside an Art Deco-
style diner on Historic Route 66 (Central Avenue) 

in the Sycamore District of Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. Albuquerque is an attraction for Route 

66 tourists in New Mexico.
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The Mother Road’s official 100th 
birthday is Nov. 11, but tourism lead-
ers have been planning Route 66 
Centennial celebrations for years.

“The Route 66 Centennial defi-
nitely didn’t sneak up on us,” New 
Mexico Tourism Department Com-
munications Director Cody Johnson 
said. “We knew this was coming for 
a number of years, so from our per-
spective at the state Tourism Depart-
ment, we understood that we need-
ed to start planning and supporting 
communities years ago.”

Johnson said the state’s Tourism 
Department has “probably been 
actively working on the centennial 
for the past four years, at least.” They 
promoted communities through 
cooperative advertising models and 
supported infrastructure and revi-
talization investments.

As part of that support, the state 
dedicated $2,819,097 to communi-
ties statewide with their Centennial 
Grant Program: $1,513,000 in 2024 
and $1,306,097 in 2025.

“We know that communities 
across New Mexico’s stretch of Route 
66 are excited to invest in the cen-
tennial so we can share our slice 
of the Mother Road with the rest 
of the world,” New Mexico Tour-
ism Department Acting Secretary 
Lancing Adams said at the time of 
the October 2024 grant announce-
ment. “This grant program was cre-
ated to provide flexibility in how we 
can support destinations that best 
fit their needs – whether it’s infra-
structure development, promotion 
or special event support.”

Funding for the grant program 
came from two special appropria-
tions to the New Mexico Tourism 
Department from the 2024 and 2025 
legislative sessions.

“Tucumcari MainStreet is thrilled 
to have been awarded a Route 66 
Centennial grant for our wayfinding  
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