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Urban planners: }
the people who ask
“What if?”

BY DAMON SCOTT | HEUDUERQUE BUSINESS ARST REPOFTER
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Some locals might remerr\"i/'ﬁ,er the fleeting idea to
dredge the Rio Grande for r%?;boats. Others will
recall the Albuquerque light rail plan, a project
former Mayor Martin Chavez was ui}srested in ad-
vancing. More recently, a Downtom/event arena
was proposed, but public interest in fu&dmg it

appeared low when Mayor Richard J. Berfpcgom-
piled survey results soon after taking office. "\,

Other ideas have come and gone, such as
the Super Pit (big enough to attract an
NBA team). And there was the idea for a
commuter train connecting Albuquerque
to Santa Fe. That became the Rail Runner.

While the Super Pit wasn’t built, a $60
million renovation of The Pit stadium at
the University of New Mexico took place.
And while there's not light rail, interest in
bus rapid transit is alive and well.

Urban planners have helped to shape
whalt the city looks like. Planning efforts
today come with some urgency. Even in a
lingering recession, conservative growth
rates for the Albuquerque area show a
population that could almost double in the
next 20 years, Analysts say il we don't plan
for that growth, we could be overwhelmed
by it — like Los Angeles was in the 1980s
with traflic congestion and pollution.

Or, they say, we will shrink because
people will move to other cities that have
planned more efliciently and are more wel-
coming, especially toward key demograph-
ics like millennials and baby boomers. The
change in demographic preferences is hav-
ing an immediate effect.

“For the first time in human his
more people live in urban environmi !‘s
than rural, and the trend is going lo snow-"

ball for the next couple decades,” SdldTﬂddO

@/

Clarke. a longtime commercial real estate
broker and analyst.

Planners have begun to respond to the
urban shill, and they also have to be ready
to respond Lo political shills.

Mayors are typically very influential on
planning elforts, and Albuquerque’s cur-
rent leader has been heavily involved. Ber-
1y, just elected to his second term. is a con-
tractor by trade and has connected with
commercial and residential developers.

The makeup of the city council is key to
the passage of plans, and so is public will
— parts of Berry's ABQ the Plan proposal
had their share of detractors. But Berry
was clected with a high percentage of the
vote and is moving forward on long-term
plans for the ABQ BioPark and the city's
historic Railyards. How city-owned land
and assets are used have a significant effect
ondevelopmentand the way a city ends up
looking and functioning.

Albuguerque's Planning Department re-

My vision for Albuquerque

cently gota (@)
new director,
Suzanne Lubar,
after Debbie Stover )
moved to the Downlaﬁ)
Action Team. One of ‘Plan-
ning's biggest tasks is the.gyersight
of sector development plans, #nd the city
has many in place or being stu

The economy plays a big role‘iniwhat is
possible, and planners say one ol the chal-
lenges during a recession is convik
residents that long-term visions matter:

“When Greg Lindsay spoke here a couple
of years ago, he said Albuquerque offered
something most cities crave — authentic-
ity,” Clarke said. “He said our growth is

CHAY AVERY | ALBUQUERQUE BUSIRESS FRST
organic, our history is interesting and it's
all real.”

Lindsay is the author of the best-seller
“Acrotropolis: The Way We'll Live Next.”

“By planning, we support growth, and
as Detroit has shown, cities do two things:
they grow. or they die,” Clarke added.
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Aob Dicksen
East Downtown/DeAnza developer, Pardigm & Ca,

In the midst of a recession, it may be the
best time to take stock as a community
and say, do we need to be a different kind
of city with a different kind of economy? A
walkable city of neighborhoods, driven by
neighborhood-based businesses and per-
haps an agrarian [ood economy based on
locally produced items. Our physical form
could translate back to our cconomy.

Tim Trujillo
Utban planner, Dekker/Perich/Sabatini

T want to see a vibrant Downtown with
thousands more jobs and residents and a
connected series of vibrant urban neigh-
borhoods along Central. Central should
be transformed to a people-first corridor,
complete with quality infrastructure for
walking, bicycling and mass transit. The
vibrant core of the city could be connected
to a series ol other smaller villages on both
the east and west sides.




