
LABOR  MARKET  REVIEW     JANUARY 202612

Special Article

Annual Revisions to New Mexico’s Unemployment Rate
Nathan Friedman, Economist

Every year, New Mexico completes an annual revision of labor force, employment, and unemployment data for the state, metropolitan 
statistical areas, and counties. These revisions incorporate more current and comprehensive data that becomes available after initial 
estimates are made, such as updated population data, unemployment claims, or other inputs to the estimates. Revising these estimates 
ensures more reliable and accurate data to better reflect the actual economic situation. This article only covers statewide revisions that 
occurred in 2025, and October 2025 data is missing due to the 2025 lapse in Federal appropriations.

Users of Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) historical data are advised to update records by downloading the 
revised data from NMDWS’s interactive labor market information data website, LASER (www.jobs.state.nm.us/LAUS), 
or the BLS website (www.bls.gov). Although data for the metropolitan statistical areas and counties are now available, they 
are subject to change and will be finalized by May 19, 2026.

LAUS Data Notice

Exhibit 1 shows the seasonally adjusted unemployment rate as it was reported with the December 2025 data release (labeled as 
“original”), as well as the revised data for 2025. The level of revision was small and suggests that initial estimates were accurate given 
the availability of data. The revised unemployment rate was lower than the initial estimate for all but four months.  Unemployment rate 
revisions ranged from 0.1 percentage points to 0.3 percentage points. August and December were unchanged from their original values.
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Exhibit 2 shows the original and revised seasonally adjusted labor force. The labor force is the total number of New Mexicans who are 
working or unemployed and actively looking for work. The revised labor force was lower for all months. The largest difference was in 
July 2025, when the labor force was revised down by 7,628, or 0.8 percent below the initial estimate. 

Exhibit 3 shows the original and revised seasonally adjusted number of unemployed. The number of unemployed decreased in most 
months except September and November (which had increases). February had the largest revision, with a decrease of 2,511, or 5.8 
percent.




