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port with connections (0 the rest of the

world, a military base for military

retirees and major health centers.
Crowds and traffic increase during

the summer as Sandpoint is the cross-

roads for three state highways. “A
bypass to relieve this situatdon has
been in the works for over 50 years
and is in the permit-processing stage
now,” Newton says.

Population: 8,206 in the town,
41,275 in Bonner County

Climate: High Low

January 32 19

July B0 50

Cost of living: Above average

Housing cost: The average price of
a home in Sandpoint for the first haif of
2007 was $315,575, according to
Michelle Davis, associate broker/office
manager for Century 21 in Sandpoint,
The average price of a waterfront home
was $1.22 million.

Information: Greater Sandpoint
Chamber of Commerce, (800) 800-
2106 or www.sandpointchamber.com.

Livingston, Montana

Take a look at photos on the Liv-
ingston Area Chamber of Commerce
Web site and you can understand why
Hollywood has filmed here (“A River

~ "BICACHO"
~ MOUNTAIN.
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Runs Through It” and others) and why
someone would want to live here.

Nestled in a valley along the Yellow-
stone River and surrounded by four
mountain ranges, Livingston has a set-
ting that is more than picturesque —
it's drop-dead gorgeous. No wonder
the area is called Paradise Valley,

Livingston's blue-ribbon waters are
paradise for fly fishers (the town is
headquarters for the international Fed-
eration of Fly Fishers). Its wide-open
spaces are paradise for other our-
doorsmen, who revel in such adven-
tures as hunting, hiking, kayaking,
rock climbing, ice climbing, snowmo-
biling and skding. Livingston's inspiring
scenery is paradise for arists, who
have established more than a dozen
gallerfes in historic downtown build-
ings and hold monthly Friday night art
walks in the summer,

And its history is paradise for railroad
buffs, who can relive the town’s hey-
days when the Northern Pacific Rail-
road, in 1902, opened the largest train
depot west of the Mississippi, now a
museum. The railroad established Liv-
ingston as the original gateway to Yel-
lowstone National Park, carrying 10,000
people a week 10 the town, from
where they were loaded onto horse-
drawn wagons for the 52-mile trek to
America’s first national park.

Bven the chamber of commerce,
though, will tell you everything is not
perfect in Paradise — Paradise Valley,
that is. It gets winds. “At one time ‘Rip-
ley’s Believe It or Not’ listed us as the
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third-windiest place,” says Lou Ann
Nelson at the chamber. “It has to do
with the mountain configurations.”

That hasn't stopped people — partic-
ularly artists, actors and writeérs — from
moving to the area, either full or part
time. Doctors also are drawn to Liv-
ingston, according to Michelle Becker,
a real estate agent who is president of
the Livingston Health Care board. The
board plans to build a $28 million to
$32 million, 25-bed hospital to replace
the city’s health-care faciliies now
spread among numerous buildings.

“We are going to have a state-of-the-
art facility — especially for the retire-
ment audience but also for a lot of fab-
ulous physicians who are choosing to
locate here because of the quality of
life,” says Becker, who was raised in
Livingston. “The doctors want to come
here for the same reasons.”

Population: 7,279 in the town,
16,084 in Park County

Climate: High Low

January 31 8

July 88 46

Cost of living: Average

Housing cost: The average sales
price of a home from Jan. 1 1o July 25,
2007, was $195,317, according to
Michelle Becker, owner of Coldwell
Banker Maverick Realty.

Information: Livingston Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, (406} 222-0850 or
www.fivingston-chamber.com. Wik

Mim Swartz, retived travel editor of the
Denver Post, is a writer in Golden, CO,
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W ig skies, open, spaces, stunning

& scenery. Outdoor adventures,

less congestion, few real-bugs. Low humid-
ity and no: hurricanes.

These are among qualities of: the Rocky
Mountain area that appeal to retirees and
future retirees, the baby ‘boomers who
vacationed in the Rocky Mountain West
with their parents as children and dream of
coming back to live — if they haven’t
already.

“Baby boomers wer¢ born in the East
and moved West,” says Jim Westkott, sen-
ior demographer for thé state of Colorads.
“They are floating into the second-home
and retiree market as we Speak it

~ The first boomers already are moving
into their 60s and will start turning 65 in
2011. The: over-65 population will proba-
bly triple by 2025, Westkott notes.

“People are very interested in the whole
northern Rockies,” adds Lou Ann Nelson,
office manager of the Livingston Area
Chamber of Commerce in Livingston, MT.
“Boomers want wide-open space. They
want less traffic and more access to public
lands. There may not be a big influx yet,
but that- doesn't mean they haven't' pur-
chased property and aren’t buﬂdmg

The following eighit places in: six Rocky

‘Mountain states are catchmg the eye of

retirees.

Las Cruces, New Mexico

Some might say Las Cruces has the

whole erichilada — the rugged peaks

of the Organ Mountains, super cli-

mate, ideal size (not too:small,;nottoo,
big), cultural and sporting events,
year-round golf, reasonably priced.

heusing, two hospitals and continu-
ing-education programs at the 16,428-
student New Mexico State” University.

Then; of course, there’s the Whole.
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Enchﬂada Fiesta in September, one of
numerous festivals -throughout ‘the
year. The fiesta. pays homage to “the
chile pepper crop in the surrounding
Mesilla Valley and features creation of

the world’s largest flar enchilada,

about 10 feet in diameter.

Sitting at an altitude of 3,896 feet on
the edge of the Chihuihuan Desen,
Las. Cruces has a cooler elimate than
Phoenix or Tucson. And if arfiyone
misses the bright lights, El.Baso, TX, is

i)

45 minutes: to the south and Albu-
querque is three ‘hours'to the notth.
Las Cruces has seen an influx of
retirees within the past five years when
the city burst onto the national scene in
2 number of publications, Money. goes
further heré. “You could sell your
home and probably buy twice the size

.you sold for half the price,” says Chris

Faivre, spokesman for the Las Cruces

: COnvéhﬁon and Visitors Bureéau,

Especially compared with housing
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